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RE; L-ATVIAN ACTIVITIES IN THE UNITED STATES 


which consisted escentio.Uy of haad-v/rittea poems and notes regai'ding 
the conditions; in l-Rtvia, Klaupiks stated he rriade the mistake oi tak- 
ing these docmr;ents to his rooro whereupon he was visited, by the KGB 
(Com.niitteo of btate Security) and charged with receiving fron'j a Soviet 
citizen, material dfitrimented to the Soviet Union. Ke etated that over 
the next three cays bo v/as intci'rogatecl by the KGB and accused of be- 
ing a provocator, a spy and a pox'son who was looking for a way to em- 
barrasE tbs U-aion of Soviet Socia.lint Kcp»ublics (USSR), KJa-upiks denied 
ail of the accusations, and {-ill cf the rriato rials he had, received from dif- 


ferent persona was rernoved by the KGE, Klaupiks sxp'lamad that ap- 
pearing in Latvia as a iiative Latvian, but now an Am.c-rican., is uiib-eliov- 


able in its effect upon the average Liatvirin. Eve.rywhore he went 
Klaupiks cta.ted that people pressed upon his person, notes and messar-eE 
o.f all kinds, asking that cond.’tions wit'iua the country be made kncv/ri to 


He said I'/xany of these rnesKages he rsfueed to take, however, 


rna.:ay were r.iuffed into his pockets. 


V/hilci in his hotel room which was beiti;; searched, Klaupiks 
asked for a doctor since he had a very bad cold, .A young v/oman doctor 
appeared and v/as quite open in her conversation with Klaupiks, ir:uch co 
lids surprisEi, f.-he told Ihrn about her job, Irer pay v/as 72, rubles per 
ii-'Oni.n, an.d the fact that E>he x^'OEtlcI recciv^E^ a raise in a few years. She 
talked about her family and indicated both she and hf;r husband woiked to 
make ends meet. 


After some dayt5 of iaterrogation the Soviets released KJ.auy>iks 
with his assurance that he v/ould not iruake. an cfficia,! conrplaint about this. 
Klaupiks saiEl tliat he w-as treated well and at no tiirie did any of th.e Soviets 
touch him x>hysically. 

3. atvian Ero.igra GroupEi; in. the UniteEi States 


with regard to tlve I-atvian emigre groups in this country he said 
that they were essentially made ur> of various social and fraternity groups 
which are icpreEenied in tho American Latvian Associatioii (ALA). This 
is a ivatioiial Orgo.nji;tition with offices hi Room 20o-7 Kdmonds Building, 

917 loth -'j^trS'Ed, N. ■/,, ',y a.shington, D. C, ^he' Chairman of this ei'ouo is 
Professor Peter Leijins of the University of Maryland, a leading sociolo- 
gist and v/eJl thought of n:an in the I-atvian coxmmnity. i-eijina is married 
to an Aniericen weroEtn thought to be of German extraction. Klaupiks named 
the officers of the ALA as follo'.vs: 
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Secretary' Csencx-otl 
Inioi*j";at.ic>n Officer 
Treasurer 

Cuitui-al Sectiou 


Bi'uno Albats 
Gur.ars Meierovicg 
Arvidas i'ageris, ale o known as 
Arvid tlagars 
(First Name Unknown) 

Norvilis, who ia in New York 


v'fith the exccx^tion of Norvilia, all officers are in Vf aslxington, D. C. 

Reverend Kiaupiks stated f.hs vii'ei'nboi'ehip ie composed of pcr- 
aons who are intei-oiited in J..stvia.n affairs, the restoration of a Free 
Natvia, and is a cobeeivc force aisiong the etnigres. 


There are cx mamber of Latvian fraternittea, the men-j-b-? x g o£ 
which attend'OiJ. the Univax'r-ity of Natvia. oi' the Ut-ivereity of ffiga. Hs 
said that, these troupe JiA'dd (ho.ir fratorriity niCe tings, usually no woman 
S-lIovved , Bixa taia over old titt/on Es>id cngjigc iu a soci^tl ovening, Liem- 
bens of these fraternities a.'re usually also rr.ernberH of the Ai.A. Although 
he wa.'s not actiuaintad with the names of all fratox'rJty jaoerrdjere of the var- 
ious groups, Klaupiks was familiar with the fact that Ivara Berlins, who 
f o I X n cl 1 y cniylcyed i>y th.c i.aii'c*au of J.’Uolxc r^oacs anu ivho I'csidcci r-rf 
JSu7 wolouial Terrace, Arlingto'.i, Virginia, would toon, leave Iii.s em;ploy- 
n’jcnt iiore and mo'/e to New ifork. Bciuiiaa will be yoin?^ to '.vork for a 
wealthy Latvian builder, Janis FisbergG in the buildirigj business. 
isJaupiks did not know the er'act date of departure. Bersinn is the chair- 
man of the Latvian. Youth /•■soocia'don, Klaupiks stated that in this con- 
i55.'Ct..ioti all oi the J-utvian sturent gx'oups iiict in f'lyjSiLQn, Ltassachusetts, 
Novoiriber 8, 9» onci 10, 1SA3, io celebrate Latvian holidayc. 

Klaupiks sts,tcd that he Ls acquainted with jj^arich Bagaitaia w ho 
resided in Nev/ York, oiily by viriue of his association '.vilh the organis;a- 
tion, l-'cugai'as Vanagi, a veteran's Oi-gaaiEaliou of former members of the 
Latvia.n Legion who fought against the RussJaue during world V/ar U . 
Klaupiks stated that this organisatiou has been under attack by the Soviata 
for many years, the accusations being that the orgard^tatioii permits v/ar 
crim-inals into it.s ri-x-'n'-borebip. In connection with this orgamiiatioa the 
Soviets are now circulating a film in this country called ^‘Vilkaci' . This 
filr.-;, v.'Mch l-.laupiks was invited to see in I atvia during his last visit, is a 
propaganda type piebrre which, purports to chow the traitorous part .5 playeci 
in the history of Latvia by various rcen-ibsra of L?.ugavao Vanagi, who are 
mientioned i.-.i toe picture uy uaroo, and who are now in the United States. 
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■ Son'ie five to six years ap,o the Dsugavas Vanagl came under 
attack by vai'ious merribere of the .Latvian comcamity as the result of 
the ctiscaUsfact.ion of some with the way vai'ious monies of the orgaai- 
Katioxi were ey^pended. Various Latvian Var invalids alleged that al- 
though Daugavas Vauagl pui'ported to h&lp disabled veteraris, ao 
n:;omcs were actually po expcmded. A new group which calls tham* 
aolvea the Latvian Vvar Invcilid Association was foVnicd. This .^roup 
collects mon.icB from the.U’ m-embers and other contributors arid uses 
it to help invalids. la this connection .Klvaupiks stated that a camp for 
invalids is maintainsd in the Focono Mountains. Tbs chairman cf this 
association is FvC-bert Ancans, a .former officer in th-e Latvian Lsgioti. 
Klaupika stated ths/c it is his understanding that this is a legitimate or- 
ganization plthougr. he has iiot been iutimatc-ly connc>cted with it. He 
said that some people su-spect iliia new group because the Loviels have 
apparently cbo.se not to attack it or its mcrnbei's. Klaupiks slates that 
he does tiot feel the .Soviets liave much alternative at this tiiric inasmuch, 
as they have attacked Daugava^ Va'.vAgi so continuously I’nat any group 
which broke away coaid not b.o criticized v^'ith a.ny consietency. 

Shipi-nentg to Latvia 


Klaup'ika stcited that oa many occasions miembers of th-e Latviai’i 
cerm-rmnity v/iU enlist his aid in seuding packageo or ruoucy to relativee 
in L-atvia, U, He stated that from post ex/>c Tiezicet aud. froiT>, the 
people thcmiselves in with wiiom he has spoZcea, this business of 

aenaing pacaages is in the hvanda of unscrupulous persons. Ke 

state-d that he has a liet iu l:is olCice of travel agencies who are approved 
by Intourist, Official Soviet Travel Agency, to send packages to the XJGoR. 
Ke said that he makes an effort to try as many differ-ent agencies as pos- 
sible to find those most relia.ble. He said that recently he sent & package 
through the C.-lobe travel Agency i.n Phi leu?, el phi a eimply to deternrinc the 
rc'lis.oil.it y of tnis agojicy. Hs said, tlrat be knows no ociu there but has hud 
some businass with themv pro vioualy. Klaupikg added that there ia no sig- 
iiificunce to his use of l.-us a.youcy or any other travel agency in t.he United 
States. Ill .act, uccorcting to Llaupiko many of the ertiigrcs are getting 
away froivi sending parcels to their respective countries because of the un- 
reliability of the people mvolved and .ahso because of the cost. Many of 
thcn« are now sencinp tlie m-oa. ey directly to .Scandinavian couritries along 
with a list va item.s to be purenased. Those arc then sent directly to the 
country involved. Klaupnks has hea.rd from the i'seipienta that ihia systeirT 
has been working r-osf aatis.factorily and in the future most of this business 
will be done in this rnanaer. 


M i 3 f ' e n sui e ou > 


Mr. Klaupikft stated tliat George Icjiiieks Leigh and Janos 
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Zivtins, both of Waclbinoion, D. C., wero meiiibeys of the "Frfttei”mta.s 
Curaica". 

Klaupiks idftiitified Peter Kram as one Pete ris Kj'umins. 

Source said, tha.t l>e met this man one time m New York about nine 
months s.r^o v/ben he had ^Qns- there to show and narrate a film about 
JLatv'ia which he has prepared. Klauplks stated tliat after the showing 
of the film there follovved the usual aocial hour, at which time a man 
answering the description of Peter Krum, approached and introduced 
himself by his I.atvian nanie of Peteris Kmmins. He congratulated 
Klaupiks on his narration of the filrri and said that he v%'as a jri-e reliant 
sesrr;an. He went on to sta.tb that as a seaman he made fre<quent trips 
to Hurope and has gone into .Labria a number of limes as a tourist. 
Ki-umins esitollsd the progress being rr ado in I-atvia and said that while 
in the country he gitayeci v.dth his rcdafcives and when he decided to stay 
on longei', simply had his visa extended. Krmnins told Bdaupika that 
he had plana to lead a tourist group on a tour of .Lat\da thin past eun:- 
ruer, howevar, hClauplka does net ?<uiow if this trip actually took place. 
Klaupiks ac-dd that there was a group of .Latvians who vi-sited Latvia 
this year fram Nov/ York, hov/over, he does raot icnow tf this group was 
under the edrection of Krumius. 

If-lavipikB said he was surprised to hoar of all of this activity 
in and adoout Latvia from Krundns. Klaupiks stated ho has visited Lat- 
via. a nurobor of times since V/orld V/ar U, both aa a m ember of the 
Baptist vLorld Allia.nce a.nd alt/o as a m';cn*-ber of official United States 
cultural delegations. Ko has had considerable experience with the Sov- 
iets e.s regards tho obtaining a.nd extension of visas and also the obtain- 
ing of permission to stay with relatives while visiting the USSR. He 
.said he was amazefl with the apparent ease will) which Krumins ara'cinged 
matters during bis trip, if in fact, he actually did these things. If true, 
Klaupiks staAed Kvunilns ha.s ' interesting connections". 


hiQuiry was made as to whethei' Klaupiks ever knew that V-^eter 
Krtim owned a tavern in Bj oolUyn, New York. Me said he did not but ve- 
lateclthe foUov.dng ' interes'.j.ng'' story: 

Ke said that there now resides in Brooldyn, New York, one 
i'-lsa .'.ebranska, luaiden ri.an'iC, who was forrr:erly a farnoue opera star 
in L.tttvia. He ststen that in about 19^id or 19i>9» I'ljUch to the su; prise of 
t})£ Latvian enu /re comraunity, in tliC United f-'./tes, Lebrans!.'. went to 
j.,<i..via to visit '.. it'i h-s** rolalives. ".vhile in La; . la, she v/as I 'tured oh 
radio and teltvi i -n, over whic)» rnadip. she/hoad political fitat iments ex- 
tolling the pvogr s bcine n'ack' in Latvia and tl • freedom ex linp, there. 

v.*a,3 iixtcrvlc by th.; preso ctu a nuri/ber . occasions a i her utter- 
ances v/ere in the ,r-uT:c fovorabV vein to tlie rv iime. Upon r retujTi to 
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tnn> Unjiaci she v/as beg ie fed b\r r'^-^nv in iKn t • 

for B0UK explanation as to Ur actions 4 -V =»"'-'nunity 

r •» -- - ^ 

had ^ct, 

:::s: 

mute about hor trip tad “■-■° again 

the trip witJ.. „.nyo„a. Kl 0 ^;Cr^ ’ Klav.piita. d.scuHsc.cJ 

veyiiic this inforntation io that ;'cbr''o'h^“'l‘‘’!,'''''‘”J'’ °f his con- 

Who ov/r;o e. tavern in Brcohlyn. iq-unil- ^-^arried to a n -an 

the name of this osewon bit it v« , T f know 

caned a tavern aitd ^ ‘‘”® ->1»» 

Bebranoka, "'''■' ' arranging trips to JL-atvia as did 
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